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God’s Nature and Grace
God’s nature cannot be changed by a person’s own thoughts or opinions.  No matter what a person may think or believe The Lord does not change (Malachi 3:6), He is the same yesterday today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). This is something we should acknowledge in thanksgiving to Him i.e. praising Him for who He is. It is written.
Jam 4:6-10 (KJV)

6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resist the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you… 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
What is Grace (Charis)?

Grace is divine influence upon the heart and its reflections in life. Grace indicates favor on the part of the giver. Perverseness (Obstinacy, Pride) hinders God’s efforts to give grace (excerpts from Strong’s Concordance of the Bible). In other words in Grace there is the revelation of knowledge of the true God, Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit and the power / strength to do His will resulting in thanksgiving to God.
To see this work from the nature of God with opposing the proud and giving grace to the humble Read Daniel 4:24-37 and 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.
1. Is the Lord resisting or opposing you in areas of your life? Do you sense or feel this in your prayer life?  Is there pride, arrogance, self –importance, strife, friction, contention, unforgiveness, judging others or selfish ambition (James 3:14-16) present?
2. Do you stand in areas of your life whereby you both see and know the will of God and  do good in His sight? Have you realized that this is because in those areas God favored  you? Was their humbleness present on your part?
3. When afflictions and difficulties come in your life do you realize that one of the reasons this occur is to correct you from opposing God in areas where you are against Him even though you may not recognize or realize it and/or to keep you from going astray into those areas that you are prone to enter into? By these hardships and adversities have you learned that The Lord is favoring you and perfecting His strength in your life by His grace?
4. Are you thankful to the Lord for the blessings He has given in you by His grace including that He is keeping you while perfecting, improving and completing His strength in you at the same time you are experiencing pain from difficulties and afflictions?
It is written:
2 Cor 12:7-10 (NET)

7 even because of the extraordinary character of the revelations. Therefore, so that I would not become arrogant, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to trouble me - so that I would not become arrogant. 8 I asked the Lord three times about this, that it would depart from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." So then, I will boast most gladly about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may reside in me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, with insults, with troubles, with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ, for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

Ps 119:67 (KJV)

Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word… 119:71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes..(119:75) I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. 

John 15:5-8 (KJV)
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abides in me, and I in him, the same bring forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (KJV)

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
Eph 5:18-20 (KJV)

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
Heb 13:15 (KJV)

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 
