Jesus, Take the Wheel
Saul and David were the first two kings of Israel. Both of them were great, heroic warriors. Saul laid the foundations of Israel’s period of power by defeating the Ammonites and then breaking the Amalekite yoke. David carried on to defeat the Philistines, the Moabites, the Syrians the Edomites and others, and to gain control of a large empire. Both Saul and David were chosen by God and experienced the power of His Spirit. Neither of them was perfect, and both committed serious sins. Yet with all this in common, one was accepted and loved by God, although he committed adultery and murder; the other, whose sins seemed far smaller, was rejected.
Saul died, but David lives. In the New Testament the name of David occurs about 60 times. Apart from Jesus his is the first name in Matthew and the last name in Revelation. King Saul is not once mentioned. The Apostle Paul, though of the same tribe of Benjamin, even changed his name from Saul to Paul. In all these ways, songs and hymns, David lives, but above all God promised him a throne that would endure forever. That throne is now the throne of the Messiah who came to give eternal life.

So, how did Saul fall out of favor with God and David be considered, “A man after God’s own heart?”

SAUL

Read 1 Samuel 13:1-15

1. Difficult situations and challenging times are a shock to the system and a blow to our ego.  One of the real issues with Saul was that he was facing his first defeat and it was a blow to his ego.  How do we prevent our ego from getting in the way of what God has commanded us to do?
2. The voices of fear told Saul it was okay for him to offer a sacrifice to gain God’s favor.  The problem was God told Saul to wait.  How do we prevent the voices of fear from guiding or telling us to do something that is contrary to that which is right in the sight of God?

Read 1 Samuel 15

1. The primary motivation in Saul’s life was the crowd. If the crowd was deserting him in battle, he could not trust God. If the crowd wanted the spoils of war, he could not stand in their way. Even now as he was being rejected by God, the crowd must not know it.  How often do we let the “crowd” influence our decisions to follow and honor God in all things?
2. When Samuel found out Saul had disobeyed God’s direct orders, Saul tried to cover up his own transgressions by lying to Samuel and, in essence, lying to God.  How often do we find ourselves lying to others to cover up our own transgressions or faults?  Why do we do this and how do we prevent us from falling into the same trap again?
3. God wants us to listen to him and have a relationship with him.  As Samuel describes, He doesn’t want us to go through the symbolic rituals or lavish religious productions.  He wants us and all of us.  What can we do to continually remind ourselves to be attentive to what God wants us to hear and how do we prepare ourselves to hear his message?

