HOW TO BE A MAN OR WOMAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART

But now your kingdom shall not continue; the Lord has sought out [David] a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince and ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.   1 Samuel 13:14 AMP

‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do’” (Acts 13:22). 

Last week as we looked at the downfall of Saul from his being chosen to lead the people of God and the reasons for that downfall, this week we will look at the man God has called  “a man after His own heart” .  

Charles Swindoll had this to say.  

When God scans the earth for potential leaders, He is not on a search for angels in the flesh. He is certainly not looking for perfect people, since there are none. He is searching for men and women like you and me, mere people made up of flesh. But He is also looking for people who share the same qualities He found in David. God is looking for men and women “after His own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14).

What does it mean to be a person after God’s own heart? It means your life is in harmony with the Lord. What is important to Him is important to you. What burdens Him burdens you. When He says, “Go to the right,” you go to the right. When He says, “Stop that in your life,” you stop it. When He says, “This is wrong and I want you to change,” you come to terms with it because you have a heart for God. That’s bottom-line, biblical Christianity.

When you are a man or woman after God’s heart, you are deeply sensitive to spiritual things. Second Chronicles 16:9 explains it this way: “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His” (emphasis added).

As a singer, I know to sing in harmony I do not have the lead or melody. To sing harmony one must not get ahead or lag behind but to be in sync. I must be sensitive to the lead to follow their tempo. Practice helps one to perfect this craft.  

1. How do we tune our hearts to be in harmony and to be sensitive to spiritual things? 

2. What does God look for in a man?  

Micah 6:6-8

 How can I stand up before God
    and show proper respect to the high God?
Should I bring an armload of offerings
    topped off with yearling calves?
Would God be impressed with thousands of rams,
    with buckets and barrels of olive oil?
Would he be moved if I sacrificed my firstborn child,
    my precious baby, to cancel my sin?

8 But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do,
    what God is looking for in men and women.
It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor,
    be compassionate and loyal in your love,
And don’t take yourself too seriously—
    take God seriously.

3. In what ways are we changed when we seek to be a “man after God’s own heart”?        2 Cor.5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, [a]he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

4. What consumes your heart?  ” Colossians 3:2  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
5. What do you think is the most notable characteristic of David and God’s relationship?
