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6:20am, February 1st, 2019

Following the previous November study of the parable of the sower in Matthew 13, Jesus feeds 5000 men and their families with only 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish in Matthew 14 and Jesus feeds 4000 men and their families with only 7 loaves and a few small fish in Matthew 15.  These stories also appear in the Gospel of Mark (feeding of the 5000 Mark 6:30-44 and feeding of the 4000 in Mark 8:1-10). These miracles set the stage for Jesus to teach his disciples some very important lessons that I believe we need to hear fresh from the Lord today.  Our text of the study is Mark 8:14-21 and my prayer is that after, we will not only understand but have soft hearts to see and hear with spiritual eyes and ears so that we may live with bold faith.
1. Read Mark 6:30-44 and Mark 8:1-10 (back page). What do you notice about these 2 miracles of Jesus? (keep track of these details as they will help us understand what Jesus is teaching later)
2. Read Mark 8:14-21. What does leaven (yeast) do for bread?  Who are the Pharisees and the Herodians? What is the yeast of the Pharisees and Herodians?  
3. What makes the yeast of the Pharisees and Herodians dangerous for us today?
4. Why does Jesus call the disciples to remember how many baskets of broken pieces were collected after everyone was full in both miraculous feedings? What is significant about this? What is Jesus trying to teach the disciples here?
5. When have you been concerned about your lack of bread?  What is Jesus teaching you today to break through your lack of understanding, hardened hearts, blind eyes, deaf ears, forgetfulness?  What are you going to do about it?
Jesus Feeds the 5000 – Mark 6:30-44

30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.”39 Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.

Jesus Feeds the 4000 – Mark 8:1-10

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 
Mark 8:14-21

14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 16 And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread.17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?”And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”
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