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Regeneration
Titus 3:5 KJV  “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;”

Regeneration: παλιγγενεσία paliggenesia (spiritual) rebirth (the state or the act), that is, (figuratively) spiritual renovation; specifically Messianic restoration: - regeneration.

(Note: also used in Matthew 19:28 to describe the Kingdom to come when Christ restores all things)

1. From this definition, in the context of the whole passage, what is regeneration?

2. What specifically happens to believers in this process? Do you see this in yourself? Describe this miracle in you.
Moving to another passage that deals with Spiritual rebirth we look at John chapter 3 and Nicodemus.
John 3:3 KJV  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

John 3:5-6 KJV  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  (6)  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:15-16 KJV  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  (16)  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
3. Jesus explained to Nicodemus this new act of creation (regeneration) in terms of a new birth. How did reading these few other passages about “new birth” and regeneration help your understanding of what God does in the believer?
The conversation about new birth leads us back to the promise made in Ezekiel which is loaded with images of regeneration:

Ezekiel 36:25-27 KJV  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  (26)  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.  (27)  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

4. Nicodemus, being a teacher and master of the law (referred to as “the teacher) would have understood that this promise in Ezekiel will be fulfilled, but Jesus points out that he does not understand this idea of new birth or regeneration. What is the connection of the promise of a new heart and new spirit to regeneration?
2 Corinthians 5:17 KJV  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

5. This becoming new is an act of creation akin to the original creation of the world that God declared “good”. What confidence, purpose, and peace do you understand and perceive in this passage? Does this motivate you every day?
The declaration “Behold I make all things new” should be a great encouragement to us and an appropriate final statement.
Revelation 21:4-5 KJV  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  (5)  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

