GRACE, GRACE, GOD’S GRACE
Men and women come to Jesus Christ and receive eternal life by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is also through this rich provision of grace that Christian disciples live their daily lives. Grace has been defined as “the unmerited favor of God” and has been illustrated in this way: 
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The source of God's provision is His grace.

Grace is God doing for us what we in no way deserve! Mercy is God not doing to us what we so richly

deserve.

1. 1 Corinthians 15:10, NIV: "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me."
Why did Paul say he was the man he was?

2. Galatians 2:20-21, NIV: "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!'"
If we try to earn God's favor in any way, what does this do to His grace?  Why do you think people believe that good works are the way to find grace/favor with God?

The channel of grace.

3. John 1:17, NIV: "For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ."
Why do you think John wrote this verse comparing Moses and Jesus Christ?
4. Romans 3:24, NIV: "and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus."

Ephesians 2:7-8, NIV: "in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God”

In your own words, describe the difference between grace and salvation.  Now, show how one relates to the other.

5. Colossians 2:9-10, NIV: "For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority."
Ephesians 1:3, NIV: "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ."

1 Corinthians 1:4-5,30, NIV: "I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in every way--with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge--  It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption."

Philippians 4:13, NIV: "I can do all this through him who gives me strength."

What do these scripture verses’ speak to you about what good things come to us through the love and grace of Jesus Christ?
How God’s Grace is Bestowed (The means of grace)
6. Romans 5:9-10, NIV: "Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!  For if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!"
These verses’ teaches that we have been saved from the penalty of sin (past), are being delivered from the power of sin (present) and will ultimately be freed from the presence of sin (future). Past FAITH is that which we exercised when we received Jesus Christ. Future FAITH is the looking forward to being with Him in heaven. Present FAITH is believing and trusting Him for each day's problems now.  
Self-effort is the opposite of faith. Why is it so difficult for us to let Christ work through us?  Is it because we are MEN and we are supposed to be able to handle what life throws at us and any show of weakness comes across as a vulnerability?  Why is it so hard to just have FAITH that God has a plan? What area of your life are you still trying to handle by your own effort and worry, instead of trusting God’s plan?

Grace Greater than Our Sin
1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!

Yonder on Calvary’s mount out—poured,

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.


CH: 
Grace, grace, God’s grace



Grace that will pardon and cleanse within



Grace, grace, God’s grace



Grace that is greater than all our sin!

2. Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,

Threaten the soul with infinite loss;

Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,

Points to the refuge, the mighty cross.

(Repeat chorus)

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide.

What can avail to wash it away?

Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,

Whiter than snow you may be today.

(Repeat chorus)

4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,

Freely bestowed on all who believe!

You that are longing to see His face,

Will you this moment His grace receive?

(Repeat chorus)
