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The increasingly present disrespect in our world prompts this because men are motivated by respect.  Women appreciate being respected too, it’s not as pivotal as with men because of how God created us.  Decision Analytics in a survey of men found that given the choice between being left alone and unloved in the world or to feel inadequate and disrespected by everyone, 74% of men preferred to be left alone and unloved.  Emerson Eggerichs in his book “Love and Respect” found in his counseling that most men confirmed this by saying they would much rather live with a wife who respected but did not love than live with a wife who loved me but did not respect me (p. 49)  Another question on the Decision Analytics survey was whether during a conflict with their wife, what they were more likely to feel, unloved or disrespected?  81.5% chose disrespected.
1. Read Ephesians 5:33. Based on the command given here, is respect something to be earned or something to be given unconditionally?
2. Read 1 Peter 2:13-15. For what purpose are we to be subject to every human institution?
3. Read 1 Peter 2:17. What does it mean to “honor everyone”? What does it look like?
4. Read 1 Peter 2:18-21. The gracious thing in the sight of God to be subject to unjust masters with all respect entrusts ourselves to the One who judges rightly. What does this say about refusal to do this?
5. Read 1 Peter 3:1-2. What does “respectful and pure” conduct do for a marriage?
6. Read Isaiah 53:3 and Matthew 5:11-12. Are we to expect to be respected?  Why or why not? Why would God say we are blessed when disrespected but then command our wives to respect us?

7. Read Ephesians 6:7-8 and 1 Peter 3:14-16. What are we to be aware of when we encounter those who refuse to give us respect?  What greater purposes are in play?

Emerson Eggerichs “Love and Respect” book outlines the elements of what we need as husbands from our wives:
CHAIRS
Conquest – appreciation for our desire to work and achieve. 

Hierarchy – appreciation for our desire to protect and provide. 

Authority – appreciation for our desire to serve and to lead. 

Insight – appreciation for our desire to analyze and counsel. 

Relationship – appreciation for our desire for shoulder-to-shoulder friendship.  

Sexuality – appreciation our desire for sexual intimacy.
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” – Ephesians 5:33
 “13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.” – 1 Peter 2:13-21
“1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.” – 1 Peter 3:1-2
“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” – Isaiah 53:3
“11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” – Matthew 5:11-12
“7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free.” 
– Ephesians 6:7-8
 “14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” – 1 Peter 3:14-16
“An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who brings shame is like rottenness in his bones.” – Proverbs 12:4
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