Friday Morning 09/27/2019 


  Works, faith, and practice
(James vs. Paul or James and Paul?)
Taking two out of context statements by two different authors, we can create something that looks like a contradiction. Look at these two statements below, define terms, and put them into context so that we can have a good understanding of how faith and works are intended to operate and how they are not intended to operate.
“…a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ…”

“…by works a man is justified, and not by faith only…”

Definitions: 

Works:

Faith:

Justification:

Law:

Context passages:
Romans 3:19-31
Romans 3:28 KJV Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

Romans 9:30-33 

Romans 9:32 Through what cause? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;

Galatians 2:11-21 
Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  

Galatians 3:1-25
Galatians 3:2-3 KJV This only would I learn of you, did you Receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  (3)  Are you so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?

Galatians 3:24-25 KJV  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  (25)  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

Titus 3:4-8  

Titus 3:5 KJV Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  

Titus 3:7-8 KJV That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  (8)  …they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.

James 2:10-26  

James 2:14 KJV What does it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?  
James 2:17-18 KJV Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone.  (18)  Yes, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  
James 2:20 KJV But will you know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  
James 2:26 KJV For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

Questions:

1. What are the “works of the law”?
2. What are “justifying works”?

3. How are faith and works inextricably interwoven? i.e. How do they work together? How are they different? Do you see them as beautifully meshed together?
4. In what way does a works based practice of faith cause undue burdens and even shame? Why does this happen regularly to Christ-followers?
5. Example:  Many people are extremely busy. Is busy-ness a sin? Should we focus on being less busy or should we focus on something different in the midst of our busyness?
6. When the Scriptures are examined and trusted together, it becomes rather simple and straightforward for those who accept them as true with an open heart and hearing ear. Why do we make it so difficult?
