How Does God Use Our Weakness (vulnerability) as a Strength? (LINK)

The topic presented by Thane last week gave us a lot to think about regarding faith and works.  Sometimes we fall into the trap of trying to perform works to feel like we are measuring up, doing our part, or managing how others perceive us by trying to cover up our weaknesses.

I was preparing a study examining how if people could see us for who we really are – including our struggles, flaws, and insecurities – it could change their perception of us. Our weaknesses may be hidden from view, but God knows. The Lord does not look at the outward appearance, but He looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7).

After attending service at Granger Community Church this past Sunday, however, I started thinking about a different aspect of weakness.  Really, more of a vulnerability, dependence or helplessness that comes with physical illness.  In just the past few weeks, there have been a number of men in our group that have passed along prayer requests for friends diagnosed with cancer.  The diagnoses are very serious and the prognosis, for the current state of medicine, is not good.

These individuals face the stark reality that their time here on earth may be short.  We are not promised tomorrow but often we don't think or act that way.  What can we learn from this?

On the stage this weekend, Mark Beeson passed along this simple message.

"GOD’s got this.

Don’t be afraid.

All the good GOD was doing, GOD is still doing.

All the Purposes GOD gave us are still GOD’s Purposes.

Our mission remains! Let’s keep helping people take their next steps toward Christ together. That’s what I’ll be doing.

 

Fear not."

 

God intentionally uses weak things to accomplish His glorious purposes so that “no human being might boast in the presence of God” (1 Corinthians 1:29). God alone gets the glory.

Weakness and vulnerability reminds us that we are dependent and God is sufficient. 

We walk with each other through hard things that may not have tidy conclusions or end this side of heaven.

It’s the reminder we all need daily. God is sufficient. God is good. God loves you. And Jesus Christ will never leave you nor forsake you. No matter how weak or vulnerable we may be, we can look to Christ, whose grace is sufficient for us and made perfect in our weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:9). (LINK)

1.) Why is being dependent on others so challenging?

 

 

 

1 Kings 19:11-12 (NIV) - 11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

 

2.) How do these serious health circumstances help us to listen to the gentle whisper of God?

 

 

We can come alongside others in times of weakness:
With the comfort that God provides, we are able to go out in the same manner and comfort others who are in trouble with that same comfort we have received from the Lord (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). There is power when Christians gather together in prayer on behalf of others. As the body of Christ, the church can display unity to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep (Romans 12:15).

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV) - 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.

I think it is safe to say in this group that we believe in the power of God to answer prayers.  Sometimes he answers them the way we hope, other times he answers them in a more divine and perfect way.

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) - 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
3.) How can we glorify God as we come alongside others?

