Love is Patient
“It is easier to find men who will volunteer to die, than to find those who are willing to endure pain with patience.”-Julius Caesar
“Impatience looks like such an absurdly trivial little thing, but it will kill my prayer life.  Impatience will mess up my relationship with my kids. Impatience will make me live a shallow life.  “I don’t want to finish this assignment.  I don’t want to stick with this diet.  I don’t want to stay in this marriage.  I don’t want to honor that commitment. I don’t want to stick to this budget.  I don’t want to obey God in my sexual behavior because I want what I want, when I want it.  Love is not this way; love is patient and longsuffering.”-John Ortberg

1. I think a lot of people consider patience to be a characteristic of weakness, but the Bible clearly presents patience as a virtue. Why do you think this misconception exists?  Discuss the two positions.  
2. To say that God is patient is not the same as to say that He is tolerant. What is the difference between patience and tolerance, and why is it easy to confuse the two?
3. In the Bible, perseverance is often mentioned in the same verse as patience.  Why do these two traits go hand in hand? What is the difference between them?
4. Is there a point where our patience legitimately can run out when dealing with folks in a difficult situation?
5. As we look at the life of Christ, how does He reveal what patience means? What are some of the examples He gives us of patience? Are there any examples he gave where patience was no longer appropriate?
a. In our daily life, How are we to know when patience is no longer appropriate?

6. What experiences have you personally been having that are teaching you patience?

1 Cor. 13:4-7:  Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things
Ephesians 4:2:  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Gal 5:22-23: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Proverbs 19:11:  A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.
Proverbs 14:29:  Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.
Proverbs 16:32:  Better a patient person than a warrior, one with self-control than one who takes a city.
Romans 12:12:  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Psalm 130:5-6:  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.
