Love Does Not Envy
“Envy is the daughter of pride, the author of murder and revenge…the perpetual tormenter of virtue.  Envy is the filthy slime of the soul; a venom, a poison, which consumeth the flesh and drieth up the bones”-Socrates
1. Let’s start by sharing what envy means to you.  How would you define it?
a. Is there a difference between jealousy and envy?

Read James 3:14-16

2. What’s the difference between ambition and selfish ambition?  How can we recognize the difference?
3. What does this verse say about the severity of envy?
4. In what ways does our culture encourage envy?
5. What is at the root of envy?
6. What relationship is there between coveting, selfishness, and envy?
7. What does pride have to do with envy?
Read Matthew 20:1-16

8. How do you feel when you read this story?

a. What kept the envious laborers from being content and rejoicing in God’s goodness to the late laborers?
Three ways to avoid envy:

9. Read Gal. 6:4:  No COMPARISONS!!

a. “I have a really nice house…but,”

b. “I really love my wife, and am thankful for her, but”

c. “My job has been good for me, I’m glad to have it, but”

d. James 3:14 warns us not to “deny the truth”.  If you’re being really honest with yourself, are there any “buts” you may need to remove in your own life?
e. What happens when we compare ourselves with others?
10. Read 1 Thess. 5:16-18.  EMBRACE GOD’S GOODNESS TO YOU.

a. What kind of an impact does a truly thankful heart have on envy?
11. Read Romans12:15:  CELEBRATE GOD’S GOODNESS TO OTHERS

a. Is there anyone you could celebrate with this week?  Practice being more empathetic and rejoicing the blessings of others.
“A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones”-Proverbs 14:30
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”-1 Cor. 13:4-7
“But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice” James 3:14-16
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”-1 Thess 5:16-18
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” Romans 12:15

“Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else” Gal. 6:4
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.  “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.“  He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  Matt 20:1-16
“Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.”  1 Peter 2:1
