BLEST BE THE TIES THAT BINDS
Colossians 2:1-7  The Living Bible

(1) I wish you could know how much I have struggled in prayer for you  (in Colossae) and for the church at Laodicea, and for my many other friends who have never known me personally.  (2) This is what I have asked of God for you:  that you will be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love, and that you will have the rich experience of knowing Christ with real certainty and clear understanding.  For God’s secret plan now at last made known, is Christ himself.  (3) In Him lie hidden all the mighty, untapped treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  (4)  I am saying this because I am afraid that someone may fool you with smooth talk.  (5)  For though I am far away from you my heart is with you, happy because of your strong faith in Christ.  (6)  And now just as you trusted Christ to save you, trust him, too, for each day’s problems; live in vital union with him.  (7)  Let your roots grow down into Him and draw up nourishment from him.  See that you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong and vigorous in the truth you were taught.  Let your lives overflow with joy and thanksgiving for all he has done.

I would like someone to read from the following versions:  NIV, ESV, KJ, and the Message

1. Why would Paul put himself through this agony or struggle for a people he didn’t even know?
2. How do we encourage others to take courage and not doubt?  How do you combat the doubt that might creep up in your mind?  
3. What does it mean to be united in love and why is this important?
4. How was Christ God’s secret plan and why was it significant for Paul to write this?

5. How do we guard our hearts and ears from those who try and get us off our path towards Christ?
6. In the NIV, Paul wrote, (6) So, then just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives IN HIM, (7) rooted and built up IN HIM, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
What was Paul trying to get at by using the words, “IN HIM,” twice during these verses?

How do we keep ourselves “rooted” and “strengthened”?

7. Are you thankful for where you are currently with your life?  Your family?  Your work?  Your faith?  What is the “root” cause for us not being thankful all the time?  How, again, do we combat that daily? 

