The End is Near!
Read Luke 21:5-19

Wikipedia cites 44 times that the end times were predicted.  The listed predictions were not made by lunatics or marginalized people, but by Popes, pastors, university presidents, theologians, entire religious denominations, monks, scientists and mathematicians.  They were wrong.

Additionally, there are 6 times cited that have yet to come.  These predictors are a little less credible, perhaps because of the mounting evidence from the prior 44?  And, finally, there are 41 citings of people who claimed to be the returning Christ.
Discussion:

1. Verses 8-9.  

a. What are current-times examples of the things Jesus warns us about in these passages?




b. How does today’s world make it easier to propagate these claims and signs?




2. Verses 10-11

a. Has there ever been a time in history when Jesus’ statements were not true?  




b. If there hasn’t, How do we know what to look for to know that ‘this time’ is really it?’





3. Verse 12 and Verse 16
a. Who are the ‘they’ of whom Jesus’ speaks?




b. Did you notice … and are you surprised … that you will be accused and persecuted even by the churches?  What are your thoughts about that?





4. Verses 13-15

a. Have you heard the story of Cassie Bernall?  She is the student killed at Columbine who was asked by the shooter if she believed in God and, in saying yes, he shot her.  Did you know that this is a highly contested story, even that it was actually someone else who was asked and then spared?  Is this a case of proof of Jesus’ promise to us, or a case of more stories and rumors Jesus forewarned of in earlier verses?



b. Are you sure of how you’d respond if you knew confessing your faith would result in your death?




c. Are you strong enough to accept death … or worse … as a condition of confessing your faith?




d. Are you glad to know that your words will change your persecutor’s mind (verse 15)?





5. Verses 16-19

a. Is there a contradiction here?  Some of you will be put to death, but yet not a hair on your head will be lost and you will gain your life.  How is that true?




b. Should we expect that our witness will, ultimately, influence our family and friends to come to know Christ?  Why or why not?





6. Are you comforted or concerned by this passage?





I was listening to some music during my drive time and heard this lyric:
I am the way, I am the light

I am the dark inside the night

I hear your hopes, I feel your dreams

And in the dark I hear your screams

Don't turn away, just take my hand

And when you make your final stand

I'll be right there, I'll never leave

All I ask of you is Believe
Luke 21:5-19 (ESV)

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives.

